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‘iNDUSTRY NEWs!’ 
 

 

For Immediate Release - May 31, 2007 

IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL  CCOODDEE  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  VVOOTTEESS  TTOO  IINNCCLLUUDDEE  NNEEWW  YYOORRKK  CCIITTYY’’SS  
HHIIGGHH--RRIISSEE  EEMMEERRGGEENNCCYY  EEVVAACCUUAATTIIOONN  SSTTAANNDDAARRDD  IINN  TTHHEE  IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL  

BBUUIILLDDIINNGG  CCOODDEE  

New York City’s PPhhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt  RReegguullaattiioonnss 
to Serve as Model for Municipalities across the Country 

Signifying a shift toward enhanced high-rise building evacuation safety in the post 
9/11 environment, the International Code Council (ICC) membership has voted to 
revise the International Building Code to include New York City's standard requiring 
the installation of ggllooww--iinn--tthhee--ddaarrkk  ppaatthh  mmaarrkkiinnggss  iinn  tthhee  ssttaaiirrwweellllss of new 
high-rise buildings.  

Following the ICC's vote, the International Building Code will be modified to include 
the ssttaannddaarrdd  ffoorr  pphhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt  ppaatthh  mmaarrkkiinnggss in the stairways of most new 
high-rise buildings over 75 feet in height, as already required in New York City. The 
vote was made on May 24th at the ICC's Final Action Hearing in Rochester, New 
York. 

Designed to glow in the dark when lighting and emergency lighting fails, 
pphhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt  ppaatthh  mmaarrkkiinnggss enable people inside buildings, to safely use 
enclosed staircases in the event of an emergency evacuation.  

Under the new requirements, pphhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt strips will be placed on steps, 
handrails, and the perimeter of enclosed stairwells in new high-rise buildings built in 
municipalities across the country that use the International Building Code. When 
emergency lighting fails, the strips will help building occupants navigate their way 
out of the building in a safe manner. 

“As more cities move to build high-rise commercial towers, it is important to 
standardize the system of symbols and signage that helps people find their way out 
in the event of an emergency. A calm, organized evacuation can save lives.  

With more buildings across the country using pphhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt  mmaatteerriiaallss, 
building occupants will be better protected from trips and falls commonly found to 
occur in dark stairwells during emergency evacuations.  
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My team and I are pleased that the lessons New York City learned after 9/11 are 
resonating,” said Patricia Lancaster, FAIA. “I would like to thank my staff, especially 
Executive Architect James P. Colgate who drafted the pphhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt 
rreegguullaattiioonnss for New York City, for their commitment to educating the industry 
about the role pphhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt  tteecchhnnoollooggyy plays in building safety.” 

“Participation is such an important part of the International Code Development 
Process,” said International Code Council Government Relations Senior Vice 
President Sara Yerkes. “Dedicated volunteers from all around the country work to 
update the International Codes to ensure they provide the highest level of safety for 
communities across the nation. I am especially pleased to see the New York City 
Buildings Department becoming actively involved in the process.” 

New York City was the first major city in the country to adopt pphhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt 
regulations. In 2004, Mayor Bloomberg signed Local Law 26, requiring all high-rise 
office buildings over 75 feet tall to be equipped with pphhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt  ppaatthh  
mmaarrkkiinnggss as recommended by the World Trade Center Building Code Task Force.  

The Task Force was convened by Mayor Bloomberg in the wake of the 9/11 attacks 
to modify New York City's Building Code to ensure public safety in new and existing 
high-rise office buildings. The pphhoottoolluummiinneesscceenntt  rreegguullaattiioonnss in the current New 
York City Building Code have been incorporated into the new NYC Construction Codes 
submitted to the City Council for review and consideration. 

The International Code Council, a membership association dedicated to building 
safety and fire prevention, develops the codes used to construct residential and 
commercial buildings, including homes and schools. Most U.S. cities, counties, and 
states that adopt codes choose the International Codes developed by the 
International Code Council. 

To learn more about photoluminescent regulations, visit the Buildings Department's website at 
www.nyc.gov/buildings or call 311. To learn more about the International Code Council, visit the ICC's website at 
www.iccsafe.org. 

Contact: Kate Lindquist, Buildings Department   (212) 566-3473 

The New York City Department of Buildings ensures the safe and lawful use of buildings and properties by enforcing the Building 
Code and Zoning Resolution. We facilitate development with integrity, efficiency and professionalism. 
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